Monmouth County Library Commission Minutes
May 19, 2026
Library Headquarters, Manalapan

Present: Chairperson Brian Boms, Vice Chairperson Barbara McMorrow and Library
Commissioners Barbara Lovell, Marcy McMullen, Mary Ann Musich and Samantha Parker;
also, present Director Robin Wood, and Assistant Director Heidi Amici

Absent: Commissioner Frank Wells, County Commissioner Erik Anderson
Guests: County Counsel Hillary Spadaccini
The meeting was called to order at 10:08 am.

Everyone stood for the Pledge of Allegiance and remained standing for a moment of silence in
remembrance of former Library Commission Chairperson, Renee Swartz.

Chairperson Brian Boms opened the meeting of Tuesday, May 19, 2026 with the following
statement:
“The Library Commission has complied with the regular requirements of the Open Public
Meetings Act by giving written notice to the Press and County Clerk’s Office and by
posting on the Library web page the date, time, and place of the meeting.”

Any guests in attendance must add their names to the sign-in sheet. Anyone wishing to speak at
today’s meeting will be given 3 minutes per person during the Public Comments section of the
agenda.

Agenda Approval
A Motion to approve the May 19, 2026 Agenda was made by Barbara McMorrow and
seconded by Marcy McMullen. Unanimously approved.

Minutes
Chairperson Brian Boms gave a few minutes for review of the meeting minutes from April 21,
2026. Opportunity was given for additions, corrections, and suggestions.

A Motion to approve the Open Public Meeting minutes of April 21, 2026 was made by
Marcy McMullen and seconded by Barbara McMorrow. Unanimously approved.

Library Commission Remarks
Chairperson Brian Boms shared that Commissioner Frank Wells would not be able to attend the
meeting. He then shared remarks written by Assistant Director Amici on Commissioner Wells.

Over the course of many decades in public service, Frank has demonstrated extraordinary
commitment to his community, his country and the institution that helped bring people together.
As he retires from the Library Commission after many years of dedicated service, we reflect not



only on his contribution to the library, but also a lifetime marked by leadership, integrity, and
civic involvement.

Frank first joined the Library Board in July of 2001 when he was appointed to fill an unexpired
term. Following this initial appointment, he continued to serve for the full 5-year term before
taking a brief hiatus. In 2010, he returned to the Board and has remained a valued and respected
member ever since, including serving as Chairman for a short time.

Throughout his tenure, he bought thoughtful leadership, asked insightful questions, and
maintained a deep understanding of the library’s mission and operations. His steady presence,
professionalism, and genuine kindness made him a trusted colleague, and an important voice in
guiding the library system forward.

His record of service extends far beyond the library. A proud veteran, Frank served in active
duty in the United States Army from 1954-1957, before continuing his military career in the
Army reserves through 1979. He later returned to active duty from 1979 though 1995 when his
expertise and qualifications earned him a position requiring top security clearance.

His dedication to serving his country is a source of great pride and admiration. In addition to his
military service, Frank devoted countless years to public service within the community. He
worked for the United Stated Postal Service for 20 years. He served for an incredible 50 years
on the Union Beach Planning Board.

His civic leadership has also included serving as Commissioner for the Bayshore Regional
Sewage Authority, President of the Union Beach Republican Club, Councilman in Union Beach,
and past Commander of the American Legion. Few individuals can point to such a broad,
distinguished record of commitment to public life.

The Library Board and Staff have been fortunate enough to benefit from Frank’s wisdom,
experience, and unwavering support over the years. His thoughtful approach, dedication to
public service and sincere care for the community have left a lasting impact on the library and to
all those who had the privilege of working along side him. We extend our deepest gratitude, and
wish him well on a deserved retirement filled with health, happiness, and continued pride in a
remarkable life in service.

Director Wood shared that Commissioner Wells will be honored at the County Commissioners
meeting on May 28, 2026.

Chairperson Boms continued, sharing remarks on the passing of former Chairperson Renee
Swartz.

Sunday Afternoon there was service to remember and celebrate the life of Renee Swartz, a
woman whose dedication, kindness, and unwavering commitment left a lasting mark on the
Monmouth County Library System and all the people fortunate enough to know her.



Renee understood that there was something truly special about the library, that they were never
just buildings filled with books, they were places of connection, discovery, comfort and
opportunity. Through her 54 years of service, 44 of which she served as the Chairwoman, she
helped ensure that our libraries remain welcoming places for every member of the community;
from young children discovering the joy of reading, to students researching knowledge, to
seniors finding compassion and lifelong learning.

Her dedication was not measured simply in the years of service, but by the countless lives she
touched along the way. Renee bought compassion, professionalism, and grace into everything
she did. This was evident in the eulogies that were given by her sons, daughter and her
grandchildren.

She believed deeply in public service and the library system, that knowledge should be accessible
to everyone, and that communities are stronger when people have places to learn, gather, and
grow. Those who worked alongside Renee will remember her not only for hard work, dedication,
and reliability, but for her warmth and generosity.

She had a way of making people feel seen and valued; whether helping a patron, supporting a
colleague, or guiding a project forward, she did so with patience, humility, and genuine care.
The Monmouth County Library System is stronger because of Renee’s contributions. Her legacy
lives on in the programs she supported, the relationships she built, and the countless quiet acts of
service that often went unseen, but never unnoticed.

While we mourn her loss, we also celebrate her life. Devoted to others, Renee showed us what it
means to serve the community with dignity, heart, and purpose. She leaves behind not only
memories, but an example — one of dedication, kindness and commitment that will continue to
inspire us all. On behalf of all who knew and worked with her, we offer our deepest gratitude for
her life in service. She will be greatly missed, fondly remembered, and forever appreciated.

Financial Report

April Financials - Detail Budget, Check Writing, Reserve Budget, Capital Budgets, and Grant
Budgets

Director Wood submitted the April 2026 Financial Report to the Commission, including the
Detail Budget, Check Writing, Reserve Budget, Capital Budgets, and Grant Budgets wherein the
2026 Detail Budget Account charged year to date is $3,029,447.65 posted to the Temporary
Budget of $7,096,039.25; this total includes encumbered accounts.

A Motion to approve the April 2026 Financial Report including the Detail Budget, Check
Writing, Reserve Budget, Capital Budgets, and Grant Budgets was made by Mary Ann
Musich and seconded by Marcy McMullen. Unanimously approved.

Commission Approval — 2026 Library Budget

Director Wood distributed copies of the Approved 2026 Budget for review. She stated that a total
of $18,395,856.00 was requested and approved and noted that while each year she is strategic
about assessing where funds need to be moved to address current needs of the library, the overall
budget remains unchanged.




A Motion to approve the 2026 Library Budget was made by Barbara McMorrow and
seconded by Marcy McMullen. Unanimously approved.

Retirement Recognition — Lisa Lonigro, 26 Years of Service
Director Wood shared remarks recognizing the retirement of Lisa Lonigro after 26 years of
service to the Library.

Lisa Lonigro is being recognized today for her 26 years of dedicated service to the Monmouth
County Library System. Rising from a part-time Library Page to a vital staff member in
Administration, she has become an indispensable asset whose outstanding work supports all 13
library branches for purchasing, timekeeping, payroll and Leave of Absence/FLMA functions.

In April of 2000 her career began as a part-time Library Page at Headquarters. In July of 2000,
she advanced to a part-time Library Assistant in the Circulation Department. In July of 2013,
she transitioned to a full-time Senior Library Assistant, in October 2018, she transferred to
Library Administration as a full-time Senior Library Assistant, and the Library’s official
Timekeeper. In December of 2021, she converted to a Library Clerk 11l in Library
Administration, solidifying her essential role in system-wide operations.

Lisa currently handles all purchasing and procurement of supplies for all branches, along with
processing vendor payments, payroll, timekeeping for widely varying schedules. In addition to
these duties listed, Lisa acts as a trusted liaison between the library and other County
departments.

Lisa is celebrated by Library Administration for her thoroughness, flexibility, and outstanding
daily input. Her dedication and deep knowledge of Library operations made her an invaluable
example to all staff members and she will be sorely missed.

Commission Approval — Library Policy Revisions — Effective June 1, 2026

Director Wood distributed copies of the Library Patron Code of Conduct, the Library Space Use
Policy and Non-Sponsored Meeting Space Request Form, and the Library Space Use Policy and
Co-Sponsored Program Request Form with suggested changed and additions for review.

Patron Code of Conduct

Director Wood went through each suggested addition to the policy and explained that
there have been various situations that have occurred that have necessitated the need to
strengthen the policy.

A Motion to approve the revisions to the Patron Code of Conduct was made by Mary Ann
Musich and seconded by Marcy McMullen. Unanimously approved.

Library Space Use Policy and Non-Sponsored & Co-Sponsored Meeting Space Request
Forms

Director Wood explained there were some minor edits made to this policy along with the
addition of a statement which indicates that there is to be no political campaigning or canvassing
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inside the library, though it is permitted outside of the library. In addition, a revision was made to
clarify that the room is to be used only by registered non-profit groups.

A Motion to approve the revisions to the Library Space Use Policy and Non-Sponsored and
Co-Sponsored Meeting Space Request forms was made by Marcy McMullen and seconded
by Barbara McMorrow. Unanimously Approved.

Commission Approval — Reduction of DVD Fines

DVD loan periods were recently extended to 2 weeks, which has helped circulation increase.
Director Wood recommends that the late fines for DVDs be reduced from $1.00 per day down to
.10 per day, as DVDs have decreased in popularity in recent years.

A Motion to approve the reduction of DVD fines from $1.00 per day to .10 per day with a
max of $4.00 effective June 1, 2026 was made by Barbara Lovell and seconded by Mary
Ann Musich and seconded by. Unanimously approved.

Director’s Report

Personnel Report — during the period of April 21 through May 18 there have been 3 new hires, 2
separations, as well 1 promotion, 4 employees transfer from provisional to regular appointments,
and 1 location change. Additionally, once the 2026 Library Budget is approved, there are 8
promotions in process that will be finalized.

Misc. Other — Director Wood distributed a draft of the 2024/2025 Annual Report for review and
asked the Commission for feedback on any suggested changes. The staff have done an excellent
job putting this together, and she hopes to have it approved and ready to go in time for the June
meeting.

The Brielle Library will host a Meet & Greet on June 10, 2026 and the Library Commissioners
are invited to attend.

Correspondence — Director Wood shared emails sent to library staff members Sing-Long Wu,
Marissa Burns, and Debbie Alfano commending them for positive feedback received from
patrons.

Commissioner Barbara McMorrow exited the meeting at 10:56 am

Assistant Director’s Report

Assistant Director Heidi Amici wished to recognize the many years of dedication and service
from former Library Commission Chair, Renee Swartz. She was the first woman to join the
Monmouth County Library Board in 1968. She was active on the federal level, through the
Institute of Museum and Library Services, on the state level through Rutgers Cooperative, and on
the local level through the Monmouth County Library Commission. Additionally, the recently
completed Headquarters renovation was her vision, having selected much of the furniture. She
also shared that the Children’s Room at the Eastern Branch was dedicated in her name during the
branch’s 50" Anniversary in 2018.




In addition, she shared a fond memory that Renee proudly met former First Lady Laura Bush,
whose passion was reading and inspiring children to read. The moment was captured in a photo
which was on display in the administration office for many years.

Headquarters and Eastern Branch were open for the first time on Mother’s Day (Sunday 5/10).
Attendance was in line with other recent Sundays and it seems to have been a success overall.

The Neptune City Library, which is a Member location, is welcoming new Library Director
Brittany Long.

Commissioner Comments
Director Wood shared an article distributed by Commissioner McMorrow before she departed
the meeting. The article speaks of the rise in book bans across the nation.

Commissioner McMullen inquired about this trend, and Director Wood stated that while it has
not been a pivotal issue within our libraries, book bans continue to be an issue across the nation.

Chairman Boms thanked Assistant Director Amici for her tribute to Renee Swartz. He remarked
that she essentially was the Library for 54 years. He shared that Mrs. Swartz’s work with the
Library dated back to the mobile library. Seeing the need for a permanent library building, she
stood outside the train station and got 40,000 to 50,000 signatures on a petition to open the
Eastern Branch library.

Additionally, Chairman Boms shared that there is a meet and greet scheduled with the new
Board of Directors of the Brielle Library on June 10 at 9:45. All on the Commission are invited
to attend.

Commissioner McMullen thanked Chairman Boms, Director Wood, and Assistant Director
Amici for their kind remarks about Frank Wells, Lisa Lonigro, and Renee Swartz.

Public Comments
Let it be known for the record that no comments were made.

Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 16, 2026 at the Monmouth County Library

Headquarters at 10:00 am.

Adjournment
A Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Marcy McMullen and seconded by Mary

Ann Musich. Unanimously approved.
The public meeting concluded at 11:11am.

Submitted by Katie Kenny



