
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Monmouth County Library System Announces 2026 Summer Reading Challenge 

MANALAPAN, N.J. (May 22, 2026) — The Monmouth County Library System will kick off its 

annual Summer Reading Challenges on June 1, inviting readers of all ages to participate in a season of 

reading, discovery, and fun. 

This year’s summer reading theme, “Unearth a Story,” encourages participants to dig into new 

books, uncover exciting adventures, and explore stories throughout the summer months. 

The Monmouth County Library System offers Summer Reading Challenges for all age groups, 

making it easy for children, teens, and adults to join in and stay engaged with reading during the summer. 

The challenges are divided into four categories: Read To Me, Vacation Reading Club, Tweens & 

Teens, and Adults. 

Read To Me is designed for children ages 0–5. Participants can collect a Dino Squirter after 

reading 20 books, a Mini Plush Dino Backpack Pull after reading 40 books, and a paperback book after 

reading 60 books. 

Vacation Reading Club is for children ages 6–11. Participants can collect a Glowing Dino after 

reading for 4 hours, Dinosaur Art after reading for 8 hours, and a paperback book after reading for 16 

hours. 

Tweens & Teens is open to readers ages 12–17. Participants can collect a Dino Mobile 

Phone/Tablet Stand after reading for 8 hours. 

The Adult Challenge is open to readers ages 18 and older. Participants can collect a Stainless-

Steel Garden Shovel after reading 4 books. 

To collect reading rewards, participants ages 0–11 should visit their children’s librarian. 

Participants ages 12 and older may collect rewards from their local reference librarian beginning July 1. 

Reading hours and books can be logged through Beanstack, available on the library’s website, or 

by using a paper log available at all library branches. 

 The Summer Reading Challenges will run through August 15. For more information about the 

Summer Reading Challenges, visit monmouthcountylib.org. 

About the Monmouth County Library 

The Monmouth County Library System welcomes and supports the development of a lifelong interest in 

the pursuit of knowledge through reading and learning. We serve as a primary lending library and 

community center promoting library use by all, facilitated by our collaborative association of branch and 



member libraries. We aim to help our patrons meet their educational, recreational, and cultural needs 

through our extensive collections, professional services, information resources, and innovative 

programming. 
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