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MONMOUTH COUNTY LIBRARY
HISTORY RUNS THROUGH US

From Allentown to Manalapan to Shrewsbury, every corner of the county fought for independence.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PROGRAM
GUIDE




All Monmouth County Library programs are free. Venues will vary.

* This mark indicates registration is required to attend. In-person programs will have library branch location listed. Virtual programs
will be conducted on a virtual platform; internet access will be required to attend. Programs are subject to copyright law; recording in
any manner is strictly prohibited. Permission to present a program on behalf of the Virtual Library or in Library facilities is not an
endorsement by the Library. Please check for cancellations/changes on the Library website list of Upcoming Events.

> *JANUARY * »

* Who Tells Your Story:
ARev250 Hybrid History Book Discussion

1776 by David McCullough
Distinguished historian David
McCullough tells the story of those who
marched with General George
Washington in the year of the
Declaration of Independence—when the
whole American cause was riding on
their success.

Meet IN PERSON or on Zoom. Please
register at www.monmouthcountylib.org
with a valid email address and you will
receive an email reminder with a link to
the Zoom meeting.

Thursday, January 22 at 10:30 am
Headquarters, Manalapan

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL

E= Battle of the Navesink
The Mysteries of the 1777 Battle of
Navesink Accounts of the history of the
Revolution often overlook an early battle
between trained British troops and a
rag-tag group of colonials at the
Highlands of Middletown. Presented

by Rick Geffken.

Thursday, January 22 at 7:00 pm

Atlantic Highlands Branch

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
* = Friendly Rivals: Aaron
Burr and Alexander

Hamilton at Monmouth

Both were lieutenant colonels and both
had their horses shot about 30 minutes
apart and a half mile apart. Discussion
will focus on their military careers, roles
at Monmouth, and the postwar rivalry
that led to the deadly duel at
Weehawken in 1804. Presented by

Dr. David Martin.

Wednesday, January 28 at 2:30 pm
Allentown Branch

* Revolutionary Pieces:

Jigsaw Puzzle Competition
Celebrate National Puzzle Day with
our first jigsaw puzzle competition!
Teams will race to complete a 500-
piece puzzle. Form a team of 4 or
register individually. Younger children
may register with a parent or
guardian. Additional information will
be provided during registration.
Saturday, January 31, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Headquarters, Manalapan

~.* FEBRUARY ~*

* EE= pance Like a Colonial:
A Reel Good Time

Put on your dancing shoes for this
intergenerational event with live music.
Families will learn simple country
dances, such as Away to the Camp and
The Hunting of the Fox, from 10:30 am
to 11:00 am. Adults (ages 12 and up) will
learn 3-hand reel and cotillion, from
12:00 -1:30 pm. Partners are not
necessary. Register to secure a spot!
Presented by Sue Dupre, Colonial
Dance Master.

Saturday, February 7, 10:30 am to 1:30 pm
Headquarters, Manalapan

or

Saturday, February 21, 10:30 am to 1:30 pm
Wall Township Branch

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
#= Captain Joshua Huddy v.
Colonel Tye

Discover this forgotten local chapter of the
Revolution, where individual lives shaped
the fate of a nation. At the center: Captain
Joshua Huddy, a revered patriot hero, and
his rival Colonel Tye, a runaway enslaved
man fighting for the British cause. Their
violent conflict would influence the course
of peace negotiations in Paris. Presented
by Rick Geffken.

Thursday, February 12 at 7:00 pm

Eastern Branch, Shrewshury

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
E= The Role of Black and

Indigenous Peoples in the

Revolution

During the Revolutionary War about
10,000, or 4%, of the Colonial army were
Black and an unknown number of Native
Americans participated on both the
American and British sides. This
presentation will emphasize individual
Black and Native Americans who fought
at the Battle of Monmouth on June 28,
1778. Presented by Dr. David Martin.
Saturday, February 21 at 3:00 pm

Ocean Township Branch

®= George Washington

is Here!

Michael Grillo is a dedicated Living
Historian who specializes in portraying
George Washington in curated period
appropriate clothing. He has portrayed
Washington at the Battle of Monmouth
and other prestigious historical sites and
events. After his presentation,
Washington (Grillo) will take questions
from the audience.

Thursday, February 26 at 2:00 pm
Headquarters, Manalapan

#= Living History

through Music

Celebrate 250: Music of the American
Revolution with Anne and Ridley Enslow.
Music to include “liberty songs,” humorous
ballads, songs celebrating American
victories, including a song by a signer of
the Declaration of Independence. The
Enslows perform in 18th Century dress and
will play period instruments.

Friday, March 6 at 2:00 pm

Headquarters, Manalapan



* Rebellion in the Crossroads:
AVirtual History Lecture

This lecture brings to life Monmouth’s
hidden war—a struggle that shaped not
only the Revolution, but the very identity of
a new nation. Presented by John Rossi.

On ZOOM. Registration required.

Thursday, March 19 at 7:00 pm

Co-sponsored by the Friends of the Monmouth
County Library

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
E= The Sand Hill Indians and

the Minisink Trail

The history of the Sand Hill Indians living
on the northern shores of Monmouth
County can be traced back to the 1700s.
The Minisink Trail, which crosses
Monmouth County, was a major migration
and trade route, a small part of which still
exists unpaved. Presented by Claire
Garland, Director of Sand Hill Indian
Historical Association.

Thursday, March 26 at 2:00 pm

****APR"_****

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
#= George Washington’s

Sense of Humor

George Washington’s Sense of Humor
will discuss his real character and how he
came to be remembered as a “Marble
Man.” Presented by Dr. David Martin.
Wednesday, April 8 at 7:00 pm

Hazlet Township Branch

#= George Washington

is here!

Michael Grillo is a dedicated Living
Historian who specializes in portraying
George Washington in curated period
appropriate clothing. He has portrayed
Washington at the Battle of Monmouth
and other historical site and events.
Washington (Grillo) will take questions
from the audience.

Monday, April 13 at 7:00 pm

Eastern Branch, Shrewsbury

* Who Tells Your Story:

A Rev250 Hybrid History Book Discussion
Founding Mothers

by Cokie Roberts

Bestselling author

Cokie Roberts brings us

the women who fought

= the Revolution as valiantly
: s the men, often

Founding ). defending their very

iM OLNETS  doorsteps. Using personal
jJournals, and even

correspondence, private

favored recipes, Roberts
reveals the surprising stories of these
fascinating women.
Meet IN PERSON or on Zoom. Please
register at www.monmouthcountylib.org
with a valid email address and you will
receive an email reminder with a link to
the Zoom meeting.
Thursday, April 16 at 10:30 am
Headquarters, Manalapan

#= Living History

Through Music

Celebrate 250: Music of the American
Revolution with Anne and Ridley Enslow.
Music to include “liberty songs,” humorous
ballads, songs celebrating American
victories, including a song by a signer of
the Declaration of Independence. The
Enslows perform in 18th Century dress and
will play period instruments.

Saturday, April 18 at 2:00 pm

Eastern Branch, Shrewsbury

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL

®= The Saga of Molly Pitcher
Molly Pitcher is a famous woman warrior
who fought at the Battle of Monmouth.
This program will discuss the evidence of
her actions at the battle and explain her
probable identity. It will also delve into
how her legend arose. Presented by Dr.
David Martin.

Thursday, April 23 at 1:00 pm

Marlboro Branch

COLONIAL
KIDS

E= A Child's Life

Enlightening and interactive
comparisons of Colonial and
modern life conveyed by a
costumed interpreter from
NJ History Alive with unique
show and tell artifacts.
Grades K and up.

Thursday, May 14 at 3:45 pm
Eastern Branch, Shrewsbury

&= pastimes
and Play

Colonists not only worked
hard but kicked up their
heels and had fun. A
costumed interpreter from
NJ History Alive will provide a
unique look into popular
games and entertainment.
Grades K and up.

Thursday, May 28 at 4:00 pm
Oceanport Branch
Wednesday, June 10 at 4:15 pm
Headquarters, Manalapan
Monday, June 22 at 4:00 pm
West Long Branch Library

Z= New Jersey's
Revolutionary
Neighbors

Connecting New Jersey’s
Colonial neighbors and today’s
students through interactive
experiences with a costumed
interpreter from NJ History
Alive in sync with the
Crossroads of the American
Revolution National Heritage
Area. Grades K and up.
Tuesday, June 30 at 6:30 pm
Colts Neck Branch

Thursday, July 9 at 4:30 pm
Allentown Branch



pro MAY g

Z&= Camp out with

the Colonials

Ogden’s First NJ Regiment, a key
Continental Army Unit, makes camp at the
library. Experience Revolutionary War life
through authentic reenactments as soldiers
prepare for battle; hear firsthand accounts
of military life, watch a surgeon
demonstrate period medical practices, and
observe camp followers managing daily
necessities. Join hands-on activities, period
games, and demonstrations that bring
Colonial America to life for all ages.
Saturday, May 30 at 1:00 pm

Eastern Branch, Shrewsbury

br - JUNE - g

#= spend Father's Day like

a Founding Father

Ogden’s First NJ Regiment, a key
Continental Army unit, makes camp at the
library. Experience Revolutionary War life
through authentic reenactments as soldiers
prepare for battle: hear firsthand accounts
of military life, watch a surgeon
demonstrate period medical practices, and
observe camp followers managing daily
necessities. Join hands-on activities, period
games, and demonstrations that bring
Colonial America to life for all ages.

Sunday, June 21 at 1:00 pm

Headquarters, Manalapan

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
#= The Significance of the

Battle of Monmouth

The Battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778,
was a significant turning point in many
ways. The American forces stood up to the
British and the American’s show of strength
persuaded the British to undertake a new
plan. Although technically a draw, it
secured George Washington as
Commander-in-Chief for the rest of the war.
Presented by Dr. David Martin.
Wednesday, June 24 at 7:00 pm

Howell Branch

pro s JULY g

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
== Battle of Monmouth
Courthouse, 1778, Before
and After

A look at Revolutionary War events that
led to the fateful meeting in June 1778
between George Washington’s
Continental Army and General Sir Henry
Clinton’s British Army. The clash at the
little village of Monmouth Courthouse,
just outside of Freehold and
Manalapan, produced no clear winner,
but Washington’s ability to stand up to
the British changed the outcome of the
war and elevated his own status as
Commander-in-Chief. Presented by
Rick Geffken.

Wednesday, July 8 at 7:00 pm

Holmdel Branch

* Who Tells Your Story:

A Rev250 Hybrid History Book Discussion
You Never Forget Your First:
A Biography of George
Washington by Alexis Coe
George Washington was raised by a
struggling single mother, demanded
military promotions, and caused an
international incident. After an unlikely
victory in the Revolutionary War, the
founders pressured him into the
presidency—twice. He left the highest
office heartbroken over the partisan
nightmare his backstabbing cabinet
had created. Back on his plantation, the
man who fought for liberty must
confront his greatest hypocrisy—what
to do with the men, women, and
children he owns when he dies. You
Never Forget Your First combines
rigorous research and lively storytelling.
Meet IN PERSON or on Zoom. Please
register at www.monmouthcountylib.org
with a valid email address and you will
receive an email reminder with a link to
the Zoom meeting.

Thursday, July 16 at 10:30 am

Headquarters, Manalapan

~*SEPTEMBER~* |

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
E= The Sand Hill Indians

and the Minisink Trail

The history of the Sand Hill Indians
living on the northern shores of
Monmouth County can be traced back
to the 1700s. The Minisink Trail, which
crosses Monmouth County, was a major
migration and trade route, a small part
of which still exists unpaved. Presented
by Claire Garland, director of Sand Hill
Indian Historical Association.

Thursday, September 10 at 7:00 pm

Eastern Branch, Shrewshury

> OCTOBER ~*

ALL HISTORY IS LOCAL
E= The Treatment of
Casualties and Burial of the

Dead at Monmouth

The Battle of Monmouth was the longest
single-day engagement of the
Revolutionary War and also one of the
bloodiest. Estimates place casualties
from 300 to 600 in each army. This talk
will focus on how and where the
wounded were treated, and more
significantly how, where, and when the
dead were buried; most still on the field
in unmarked graves. Presented by

Dr. David Martin.

Thursday, October 29 at 7:00 pm

Eastern Branch, Shrewsbury

* Indicates registration is required.

These programs were funded by the
New Jersey State Library’s

REV 250: Examining the Semiquincentennial
through a Jersey Lens
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An NJSL Grant Opportunity
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LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS

Brian Boms, cChairperson

Barbara J. McMorrow, Vice-Chairperson
Barbara Lovell

Marcy McMullen

Mary Ann Musich

Samantha Parker

Frank A. Wells

Robin Wood, Library Director

MONMOUTH COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

Thomas A. Arnone, Director
Susan M. Kiley, Deputy Director
Dominick “Nick” DiRocco
Ross F. Licitra

Erik Anderson, Library Liaison

For hours, locations, resources, and services
at Monmouth County Libraries, please visit our
website: MonmouthCountyLib.org.

Find us on social media as @MonColLibrary

We look forward to seeing you!




